Minimum Level Recommended level
Novice High Intermediate Low
Able to understand short, learned utterances and | Able to understand sentence-length utterances which
some sentence-length utterances, particularly consist of recombinations of learned elements in a
where context strongly supports understanding limited number of content areas, particularly if
and speech is clearly audible. Comprehends strongly supported by the situational context. Content
80 words and phrases from simple questions, refers to basic personal background and needs, social
‘c | statements, high-frequency commands, and conventions and routine tasks, such as getting meals
% courtesy formulae. May require repetition, and receiving simple instructions and directions.
= rephrasing, and/or a slowed rate of speech for Listening tasks pertain primarily to spontaneous face-
comprehension. to-face conversations. Understanding is often uneven;
repetition and rewording may be necessary.
Misunderstandings in both main ideas and details
arise frequently.
Able to satisfy partially the requirements of basic | Able to handle successfully a limited number of
communicative exchanges by relying heavily on interactive, task-oriented, and social situations. Can
learned utterances but occasionally expanding ask and answer questions, initiate and respond to
these through simple recombinations of their simple statements, and maintain face-to-face
elements. Can ask questions or make statements | conversation, although in a highly restricted manner
involving learned material. Shows signs of and with much linguistic inaccuracy. Within these
o spontaneity although this falls short of real limitations, can perform such tasks as introducing self,
£ | autonomy of expression. Speech continues to ordering a meal, asking directions, and making
?3 consist of learned utterances rather than of purchases. Vocabulary is adequate to express only the
- personalized, situationally adapted ones. most elementary needs. Strong interference from
Vocabulary centers on areas such as basic native language may occur. Misunderstandings
objects, places, and most common kinship terms. | frequently arise, but with repetition, the Intermediate-
Pronunciation may still be strongly influenced by | Low speaker can generally be understood by
first language. Errors are frequent and, in spite of | sympathetic interlocutors.
repetition, some Novice-High speakers will have
difficulty being understood even by sympathetic
interlocutors.
Has sufficient control of the writing system to Able to understand main ideas and/or some facts from
interpret written language in areas of practical the simplest connected texts dealing with basic
need. Where vocabulary has been learned, can personal and social needs. Such texts are linguistically
read for instructional and directional purposes, noncomplex and have a clear underlying internal
standardized messages, phrases, or expressions, structure, for example, chronological sequencing. They
g’ such as some items on menus, schedules, impart basic information about which the reader has
S | timetables, maps, and signs. At times, but not on | to make only minimal suppositions or to which the
& | aconsistent basis, the Novice-High level reader reader brings personal interest and/or knowledge.
may be able to derive meaning from material at a | Examples include messages with social purposes and
slightly higher level where context and/or information for the widest possible audience, such as
extralinguistic background knowledge are public announcements and short, straightforward
supportive. instructions dealing with public life. Some
misunderstandings will occur.
Able to write simple, fixed expressions and Able to meet limited practical writing needs. Can write
limited memorized material and some short messages, postcards, and take down simple
recombinations thereof. Can supply information notes, such as telephone messages. Can create
on simple forms and documents. Can write statements or questions within the scope of limited
wo | N@mes, numbers, dates, own nationality, and language experience. Material produced consists of
g other simple autobiographical information, as recombinations of learned vocabulary and structures
% well as some short phrases and simple lists. Can into simple sentences on very familiar topics.
write all the symbols in an alphabetic or syllabic
system or 50-100 characters or compounds in a
character writing system. Spelling and
representation of symbols (letters, syllables,
characters) may be partially correct.

http://www-01.sil.org/lingualinks/LANGUAGELEARNING/OtherResources/ACTFLProficiencyGuidelines/TheACTFLGuidelines.htm




